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German construction agency, further
developed these plans into
specifications and drawings used by
contract construction firm Theisinger
& Probst to build the facility.

“On the construction side, the
Corps of Engineers provided the
Quality Assurance,” Rodriguez said.
“We've delivered it on time—
something that could be used by
families today.”

The 11-bedroom Fisher House II
was built across the street from a
seven-bedroom Fisher House
completed in June 2001.

Europe District Project Engineer,

photos by Brian H. Temple

Left: Hans Hoock, Project
Engineer, talks with
Beverly Archer Miears, an
interior decorator with
Abbiente Design Group,
about final touches
needed on Fisher House
II a few days before
opening.

Below: Dignitaries cut the
ribbon at the 31st Fisher
House opening.

Hans Hoock, said the Corps’
experience in the construction of
Fisher House I was pivotal in
completing the second house on time.

“It was very good to have the
same team because we made a lot of
experience with house one.
Everybody on the team knew what
was expected, what we should do,
and what we needed to deliver,”
Hoock said.

The first Landstuhl Fisher House
has seen a 97 percent occupancy rate

@ and a continual demand for rooms,
and hosted families of 39 service
members wounded in Operation
Enduring Freedom, said Sue Johnson,
assistant manager.

The foundation decided to open
the second home, a $1.5 million
project, as a direct result of the events
of Sept. 11, 2001 and the deployment
of troops to Afghanistan.

“This Fisher House is [Arnold
Fisher’s] response to Sept. 11", said
Ken Fisher, son of
Arnold Fisher and the
foundation’s vice
chairman. “... As he
reflected on our
nation’s resolve, and
the president’s
statement telling
America that the fight
to beat terrorism
would be measured in
years, not days, not
weeks or months, he
decided to begin
immediately to build
Fisher House II here at
Landstuhl.”

The medical center was known as
the focal point for all battlefield

casualties and he wanted to do his
part to ensure all families could be
with loved ones during Operation
Enduring Freedom, the younger
Fisher said.

or months, he decided to begin

here at Landstuhl.”

build a second home at Landstuhl

In prepared remarks Arnold
Fisher said American efforts to
prevent further attacks at home and
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“... the fight to beat terrorism would be
measured in years, not days, not weeks

immediately to build Fisher House II

to stop such attacks from occurring in
the home territories of our allies has
increased the possibility of harm to
our young service men and women.
“The very least we can do as
patriotic and
supporting
Americans is to help
ensure the comfort of
our military
personnel and their
families when
medical care is
provided at the
Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center,” he

- Ken Fisher, telling of his father’s decision to said.

Europe District
Project Delivery
Team members
included: Bernie Rodriguez,
John Moreno, Hans Hoock,
James Wofford, Joe Hovell.
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‘Home Away From Home’
(. Provides Care for Familes

Story by Grant Sattler

Landstuhl Fisher House II opened
its doors Dec. 4 as a “home away from
home” for families of patients
receiving medical care at Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center, Germany.

A ribbon cutting ceremony
attended by more than 300 guests
witnessed Arnold Fisher, Chairman
and CEO of the Fisher House
Foundation, Inc., and other

dignitaries, cut the ceremonial
ribbon opening the foundation’s 31st
facility.

The project to construct the 7,900
square foot, two-story temporary
residence was the second managed at
Landstuhl by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Europe District in concert
with the German construction
agency, Staatsbauamt Kaiserslautern.
Construction of the home began May
24 and was completed by Nov. 26 — a
six-month turn around.

Typical houses donated by the

Fisher family of New York are 5,000-
8,000 square foot temporary residences
designed to provide 8-10 suites located
near major military and Veterans
Administration hospitals. Houses are
furnished and decorated in local
architectural style.

“We have adapted the design of
the Fisher House Foundation houses
from the States to masonry
construction common throughout the
region,” said Europe District Project
Manager Bernie Rodriguez. The Corps
of Engineers, in concert with the

Ken Fisher, Fisher House Foundation Vice Chairman (left), and Arnold Fisher, the foundation’s chairman,
unveil the marker stone in front of the home during dedication ceremonies Dec. 4, 2002.
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