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Engineers hand over school for refugees in Azerbaijan

BAKU, Azerbaijan – 
With a single scissor snip, a school for 250 refugee children displaced by fighting in Azerbaijan’s Nagorno-Karabakh region was opened Sept. 15.

The $445,000 humanitarian assistance project, managed by the Corps’ Europe District resident office in Tbilisi, Georgia, was financed by the U.S. European Command’s Humanitarian Assistance (HA) program and administered by the Office of Defense Cooperation at the U.S. Embassy Baku.

Speaking at the event, U.S. ambassador to Azerbaijan, Anne Derse, said that the new facility is “an investment in the children of Azerbaijan that goes far beyond the construction of a simple building. … we support education projects because they will help you, the people of Azerbaijan, insure your own sovereignty, economic growth, and positive development as a strong, independent, and democratic country.”
The 12,000-square-foot school replaces a small, unheated, dirt-floor building with missing windows and holes in the wall. It has 11 classrooms, administration offices, male and female bathrooms, and boiler and electrical rooms.
– end –
Anne Derse, U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan (center) stands with community leaders and school children celebrating a new school year with a new school. The Office of Defense Cooperation in Azerbaijan and EUCOM's Humanitarian Assistance program partnered with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to fund and build this new 11-classroom facility for refugee children whose previously school was an unheated, dirt-floored building. (Department of Defense photo by Charles P. Brady)
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