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Army engineers strengthen regional security in Caucasus
Wiesbaden, Germany – The Republic of Georgia’s 2003 bloodless coup, the “Rose Revolution,” declared war against corruption. A new president was elected. New governmental reforms were launched and several policemen and high-ranking officials were arrested and tried for aiding and abetting organized drug and alcohol smuggling circuits.

It was the dawn of a new era for Georgia. 
“The Georgian government has made great strides in the areas of police reform and forensic investigations,” said Chris Panico, the narcotics affairs section chief for the U.S. Embassy in Georgia. 
And with the help of the United States and allying nations, a new Georgian police force was formed that now consistently ranks high in public opinion polls as one of the most trusted government institutions, Panico said. 
To continue the crime fighting efforts, the Department of State’s (DOS) Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) program has engaged the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Europe District, to award a contract to help the Georgian government establish enduring security measures.
“It’s one contract but two projects,” said Wayne Uhl, a District program manager for International Engineering. One is the construction of a new police academy, and the other is a renovation of a building that will house a new forensics laboratory. Both facilities will be in the capital of Tbilisi.
 “These two facilities will greatly enhance the governments’ ability to meet head on the needs of an emerging democratic society,” Panico said.
The three-story international law enforcement academy will be one of many DOS-funded police academies throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa. Under U.S. direction, these facilities seek to cooperate in combating organized crime, harmonizing international law enforcement activities, and building linkages between U.S. law enforcement entities and future criminal justice leadership.
This new academy “will be built from the ground up,” said Uhl. “Not only will it have classrooms … but it also will have some billeting [including] bedrooms and showers.” Ultimately, it will be able to house up to 128 recruits.
The forensics lab will help with the technical side of law enforcement, Uhl said.
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“It’s a nine-story building and we’re not quite going to gut it, but it’ll be pretty close,” said Uhl. “We’re going to remove all the exterior stucco and replace that. We’ll replace the roof … It’s going to receive a new heating and ventilation system. It’s going to receive electrical distribution. New finishes, new doors, walls, ceilings, paint, floors. Like a total renovation.”
The work will provide laboratory space for petroleum testing, ballistics, automated fingerprint filing, proper evidence control and storage, and a DNA facility, Panico said.
The expected end state is an effective and sustainable forensics lab that will help the Georgians apply modern scientific principles to criminal investigations and prosecutions.
“The refurbishment will allow the Forensic Bureau to finally establish itself as the primary crime lab in the country,” added Panico.
As time goes on, other countries in the region will also become better equipped, better trained, and better coordinated with one another, noted the DOS’s INL Web site.
With better law enforcement facilities in place, the still-nascent policing forces of this nation will one day be steady enough to properly prosecute the destabilizing criminal activities in the region. 
Only then can fragile new democracies like this one claim that their checkered past is truly a part of history.
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