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US builds another Georgian border 
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LAGODEKHI, Georgia – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers turned over a brand new border station to the government of Georgia Nov. 19 as a part of the Department of Homeland Security’s Georgia Border Security and Law Enforcement (GBSLE) program.  

The $1 million project on the Georgia-Azerbaijan border may not be much financially, but the homeland security implications are profound.

The Caucasus region has chronically been one of the world’s most porous, making the smuggling of contraband goods – including nuclear materials – through the previously nonexistent borders of these former Soviet satellites states relatively easy. 

The Lagodekhi project marks one of the last border stations to be completed as part of the GBSLE program. Other projects built to stop this dangerous and illegal trafficking have included other border stations, airfields, airports, radar stations, and numerous offices, barracks, and utility lines.

Future projects include the completion of a large border station on the Georgia-Russian border, several smaller remote stations on the Georgia-Azerbaijan border, and a new station on the Georgia-Turkey border.

And at each crossing, including this one, a new U.S. Department of Energy-funded radiation detector stands ready to sniff out illegal radioactive materials.
-- end --

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the border crossing station at Lagodekhi, Georgia, Nov. 19, US Ambassador to Georgia John Teft speaks about the US's teamwork in completing this project, including the work of the Corps of Engineers.





Photo by Nana Kacheishvili; Nov. 19, 2008








