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Army engineers efforts foil smuggling attempt in Georgia
TBLISI, Georgia – For about seven years, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Europe District, has worked hand-in-hand with the U.S. Customs Service in the small mountainous country of Georgia, providing facilities for the local government to assist them in securing their borders and coastline areas.
At one recently completed project on the Georgian-Azerbaijan border, the efforts of this initiative, called Georgia Border Security and Law Enforcement (GBSLE) assistance program, have shown their merit.

In late June, Georgian customs officers working on the border discovered a car attempting to smuggle across the border a dangerous mixture of plutonium and beryllium, which can be used in the making of nuclear bombs.
Thanks to the support of the U.S. government-funded and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Europe District-managed border crossing station project, which facilitated the installation of radiation detectors, this attempt was foiled.
“I’m very proud to have been a part of the team working to secure the borders here and protect this country, and the international community as well, from illicit trafficking like this,” said Charles Samuel, the District’s area engineer in Georgia. “Events like this verify the importance of our mission.”
The aim of GBSLE assistance is to give Georgia the capability to control the movement of people and goods across its land borders, coastline, and ports of entry to reduce threat of weapons smuggling and other illicit trafficking, as well as increase the Georgian government’s abilities to collect customs revenues.

There are currently several other important projects the District is working on to support this program, including other border crossing sites and radar stations.
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