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Chief of Engineers opens Grafenwoehr youth centers
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GRAFENWOEHR, Germany – During his first visit to Europe District as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ chief, Lt. Gen. Van Antwerp helped cut the ribbon for two important facilities here April 23 – a child development center and a youth services center.

Van Antwerp dubbed these valuable additions to the community “awesome” because they are the first completed service facilities in the integrated village center of Grafenwoehr’s Netzaberg community, which will eventually house an elementary and middle school, a chapel, a shoppette, and a sports fields.
Although the projects, managed by the Corps’ Efficient Basing Grafenwoehr (EBG) office, total almost $13 million together, they make up only 1.4 percent of the Corps’ financial contribution to this post in fiscal year 2008.
The EBG program is one of the largest military construction programs in Europe, with more than 80 projects valued at close to $1 billion in today’s dollar. The USAREUR initiative to consolidate command and control headquarters and six battalion-sized elements in support of Army and USAREUR transformation aims to maximize readiness, operational control, force protection, and quality of life by capitalizing on efficiencies derived from consolidation on a single installation.

– end –
During a dual ribbon-cutting ceremony in Grafenwoehr April 23 for a child development center and a youth service center, Chief of Engineers Lt. Gen. Van Antwerp points out the subtle Corps messaging in a traditional key plaque before handing it over to Col. Brian Boyle, USAG Grafenwoehr commander.











