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Army engineers renovate Maltese port warehouse 
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VALETTA, Malta – Located in the middle of the Mediterranean, Malta is a strategic location for catching fish or catching some sun. It’s also a strategic location for catching illegal shipments. 
At an inauguration ceremony here Oct. 23, Col. Margaret Burcham, commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District, handed over the ceremonial key to a newly renovated warehouse for Maltese Customs. 

The almost $2 million in renovations for the facility included a new mezzanine, external office spaces, and a lot of new infrastructure including a heating, venting, and air conditioning system, a new 200,000 gallon reservoir that can be used to extinguish any possible fires that might break out in the building, new pavement, new sprinklers, a new gas detection system.
The initial renovation came as a request to make room for Vehicle and Cargo Inspection Systems radiation detector, which was offered to the Maltese in 2003 to scan for illegal radioactive shipments.
“With completion of this facility, this port can now do primary and secondary inspections as well as use the cargo breakdown areas to accomplish any inspection needed, integrating the inspection capability with the manifest review functions to further ensure an efficient operation,” said Burcham. 
Although it marked the first project Europe District has completed for Malta, it opened up the possibility for more projects in the future. 

“When we came to Malta, we didn’t know what to expect,” said Burcham. “But can now say we have strong partners here who we’d be proud to work with again.”

 The facility was initiated and funded by the Department of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border Protection office and the Export Control and Related Border Security Assistance Program. 

U.S. Ambassador to Malta, Molly Bordonaro, whose embassy team administered the contract, spoke about Malta’s proud history of preventing and interdicting illegal shipments.

“Malta has the highest ratings of customs security – something that it should be proud of,” she said.

Malta’s reputation for preventing and interdicting the trafficking of  counterfeit goods like cigarettes, electronics, and clothing was heightened in 2005 as a result of the country’s commitment to the European Union’s “Operation Fake,”  a joint operation by the 25 EU member states to collaborate closely under the coordination of Commission departments of the European Anti-Fraud Office by stepping up the exchange of information in order to pinpoint flows of counterfeit goods in ordinary commercial transactions.
Of the 60 containers discovered by Operation Fake – all laden with a wide range of counterfeit products – 14 were intercepted by the Maltese customs officers, making Malta the biggest contributor to the fight against the influx of fake goods.
“Malta has proven that it can fight these contraband crimes with actions, and not just words,” Burcham said. “And I hope that the new technology this facility allows sends the message to those attempting to smuggle goods. Not here. Not in Malta.”
-- end --

The Honorable Tonio Fenech, Maltese parliamentary secretary for finance, accepts a ceremonial key plaque from Col. Margaret Burcham, commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District, during the inauguration ceremony for the newly renovated Maltese Customs warehouse Oct. 23. U.S. Ambassador to Malta, Molly Bordonaro, whose embassy team administered the contract, also attended the event.











