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Army engineers welcome new commander
WIESBADEN ARMY AIRFIELD, Germany (June 10, 2008) – Col. John S. Kem assumed command of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Europe District, at a change of command ceremony at the Community Activity Center here today.

Kem is the former Executive Officer to the Director of the Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization, which seeks to focus all DoD actions in support of Combatant Commanders’ and their respective Joint Task Forces’ efforts to defeat improvised explosive devices as weapons of strategic influence.

He succeeds Col. Margaret W. Burcham, who is leaving the district to become the Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Gulf Region Division (North), in Dahuk, Iraq.
Presiding over the ceremony was Brig. Gen. Todd T. Semonite, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers North Atlantic Division commander.
“Col. Burcham oversaw the Efficient Basing Grafenwoehr,” said Semonite. “She initiated planning and construction of JTF-E forward bases in Romania and Bulgaria, she oversaw our work on the 7th Army HQ’s transition to Wiesbaden from Heidelberg, she worked with MDA to potentially construct facilities in Poland and Czech Republic, she continued our tremendous workload in Israel supporting our strategic partner, [and she] helped with AFRICOM startup by renovating facilities in Stuttgart. … Did you ever find the time to be with your family or to sleep?”

Semonite, facing Kem, continued: “John, as you assume the tremendous challenges and responsibilities of the Europe District, I know we can count on you to propel the Europe District to even greater accomplishments.  You certainly have the background and knowledge of our missions!” he said.

Kem, commissioned from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in the Corps of Engineers in 1985, has held a variety of key positions throughout his career.

He has served as the Patrol Leader for the VII Corps team that won the 1988 Boeselager NATO Cavalry Cup;  the commander of Alpha Company, 307th Engineer Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division, including service during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm; the S3, 10th Engineer Battalion, and later as the Engineer Brigade S3, 3rd Infantry Division (Mech); and the commander of the 16th Armored Engineer Battalion, 1st Armored Division, where he led the battalion for 13 months during combat operations in Baghdad and Karbala.  

Kem also served as an assistant professor of economics and Executive Officer in the Department of Social Sciences at the United States Military Academy, West Point; was selected for a Congressional Fellowship and served for one year as a staff fellow on the United States Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittees on Defense and Military Construction; and served as a Congressional Budget Liaison in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Financial Management and Comptroller.

Kem holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration and a Master’s degree in Environmental Engineering from Northwestern University and is a graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces and the Command and General Staff College.
His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (1 oak leaf cluster), Meritorious Service Medal (6 oak leaf clusters), Senior Parachutist Wings, Pathfinder Badge, Air Assault Badge and Ranger Tab. He is a registered Professional Engineer (VA) and a Chartered Financial Analyst.
-- end --






