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Army engineers cut ribbon on women’s clinic in Niger
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DOSSO, Niger – Niger has been one of the most dangerous places in the world to give birth. Millions of women do not have access to proper medical care because distances are great and medical facilities as well as medications are hard to come by.
But the belief that every human being deserves access to proper medical care speaks louder than all that. It speaks to compassion. It speaks to unity. It speaks to dignity. 

And that’s why, on March 4, the Army Corps of Engineers’ engineering and construction chief for Europe District, Terry Bautista, was proud to help cut the ribbon on a $400,000 renovation to a health clinic, serving mothers and children.
The work included the renovation of two existing clinic buildings, pharmacy building and outside latrine, as well as the new construction of a recovery building, outside latrine, mid-wife house, maternity and cooking area, and a labor and delivery building.

The completion of the project provided a visual sign of U.S. commitment for a better future for the people of Niger, said Bautista, and meets the Ambassador’s objectives to strengthen democratization and goodwill toward the U.S. and the DoD. 
It also helps relieve poverty and suffering of disadvantaged population by freeing their time for other income generation activities.

Although the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is not traditionally known for supporting many humanitarian projects, this project – funded by the U.S. European Command – was of such importance and urgency that supporting the project was an easy decision, said Bautista.

– end –
Residents of Dosso, Niger, led by local leaders and Bernadette Allen, the U.S. ambassador to Niger, enter the main building of a new health clinic complex, including about $400,000 in renovation and new construction managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Europe District. The humanitarian assistance project was funded by the U.S. European and U.S. African commands.











