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Samuel Selected as USACE Black Engineer of Year
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TBILISI, Georgia – It seemed like a scene from Hollywood, and not something Charles Samuel ever expected. After receiving acclaim from his supervisors for completing many successfully projects, Samuel, the chief of operations at the Corps’ project office in Tbilisi, Georgia, was nominated by the district for recognition at the Black Engineer of the Year Awards, held annually in Baltimore, Maryland. But not only was Samuel selected to represent Europe at the awards, he was later chosen as the USACE nominee.

“The significance of the event, the general mood and atmosphere, and the attire all made it a Gala affair similar to the Academy awards,” recalled Samuel.
With over 40 districts competing for the nomination, the USACE nomination is a staggering achievement, said Carol Haynes, equal opportunity officer for Europe District. But just as staggering, Samuel’s supervisors say, are the accomplishments he has compiled in the country of Georgia in the last fiscal year.
Since November, Samuel has overseen the completion of a border crossing station, multiple radar stations, a customs trading center, two port of entry facilities, seven remote border posts, and a remote airfield near the mountain town of Mestia. Also, Samuel assisted in the renovations of a police academy, orphanage, clinic, hospital, two forensic labs, and multiple schools. These projects – extending from Georgia to Armenia and Azerbaijan – totaled over $10 million and led to the thwarting of an attempt to smuggle plutonium across the Georgian border.
Samuel said he gained much from this experience. “I have renewed my commitment to continually improve myself; personally and professionally. I have also renewed my commitment to bring others along with me on this journey.” 
Even with all the attention and grandeur, Samuel isn’t letting it get to his head. “I have always been committed to doing my job to the best of my ability; this will not change.” 
- end -
Charles Samuel, center, and his Tbilisi-based engineering team inspect a radar facility in the southwestern corner of the Caucasus country of Georgia in late June. Samuel’s selection as the USACE Black Engineer of the Year nominee was based significantly on his experience as the chief of the Georgia resident office.











