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Groundbreaking kicks off Army’s newest lodge in Europe
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WIESBADEN, Germany – A groundbreaking ceremony near the Hainerberg shopping complex here Oct. 26 kicked off the construction for a new 164-room, $34 million Army lodge – the newest in Europe, which will be the first to use new standardized rooms designs. 

The event, attended by several high-ranking host nation officials from the German city and state, was capped off by a Corps of Engineers’ tradition of ceremonially handing over a “golden shovel” to the future end user of the facility – in this case, Mr. Willy Williams of Morale Welfare and Recreation.

“This is all a part of the modernization and transformation process that our military is going through. And in the end, the people of this community will have a truly great quality-of-life facility that they can be proud of,” said Col. Margaret Burcham, commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District. “We think you’re really going to like it.” 
Once completed by fall 2009, the ultra-modern four-story facility will replace the American Arms Hotel, located less than one mile away.
We believe that the quality of our facilities should match the sacrifice our warfighters make for our nation,” said Burcham. “And we’ll ensure this facility meets that standard – and helps turn Wiesbaden into a Community of Excellence.”

-- end --
Willy Williams, hotel manager for the U.S. Army’s American Arms hotel in Wiesbaden and future lodge manager of the new hotel to be built near the Hainerberg complex in the city, accepts a ceremonial golden shovel from Col. Margaret Burcham, commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District, during the groundbreaking ceremony for the facility Oct. 26. 








